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VERSAILLES
ITALIENNE

THE LARGE MONUMENTAL GARDEN, THE EXTRAORDINARY FRESCOS, THE SCULPTURES,
THE FOUNTAINS BUILT ACCORDING TO THE STUDIES IN THE CODEX ATLANTICUS MAKE
ViLLA ARCONATI A UNIQUE AND MAJESTIC PLACE. JUST OUTSIDE THE CITY, IT HAS BEEN
OPENED TO THE PUBLIC THANKS TO THE

WHICH IS ALSO IN CHARGE OF ITS RESTORATION

by Alessandra Chiaradia

illa Arconati is one of the most famous examples of an aristo-

cratic Villa in the North of Milan and it was one of the “villas

of delight” of the past, designed to delight its guests. Designed

in 1600 by the owner itself, Galeazzo Arconati, the villa beca-
me a precious casket of art and culture, and earned the nickname of “peti-
te Versailles italienne”, also thanks to its 12 hectares of monumental gar-
den. Visitors will discover classic statues of ancient heroes and divinities
and can unleash their imagination in search of the stories narrated in the
“theaters”: the theater of Diana or that of Hercules, with the 17th century
statue of the hero strangling the Nemean lion. The theater of Andromeda,
which in daytime used to host the acrobatics of a circus artist and during
the night turned into a meeting place. When there, you should stop up to
listen to the song of the water and its jests in the fountains built according
to the studies of Leonardo da Vinci’s Codex Atlanticus, which belonged to
the master of the house who later donated it to the Biblioteca Ambrosiana.
Finally, turn your glance towards the charming French-style parterre whe-
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re the “hornbeam ballerinas” — an elegant tree species  Opening, a view of the Villa
common in Western Europe — perform their dance. Arconati: right, a particular of

Galeazzo Arconati’s passion is also clearly visible in the  Phacton #Hall. tn these pages, above
interiors, so rich in art that Antonio Canova specifically  a monochrome attributed to
came to study them. On the ground floor is the great sta-  Francesco Podesti. Right, the Villa
tue said to be of “Pompeo Magno”, which Galeazzo pur-  Arconati’s evocative staircase
chased in Rome and under which, according to the le-

gend, Julius Caesar was stabbed. An evocative staircase

introduces one of the most enchanting areas of the villa,

the Phaeton Hall. Here, the Galliari brochers, famous set

designers (who already at the time worked for La Scala

Theater in Milan), invented an extraordinary trompe

’ceil, which widened the space leaving anyone who ente-

red it in awe. Then there are many more rooms to disco-

ver: the Master’s Wing, the mysterious Alcove, the be-

drooms and Ballroom embroidered with stuccos, gildings

and mirrors.

Recently, thanks to the restoration works, another treasu-

re “reappeared”: four monochromes on the walls of three

rooms that can be attributed to Francesco Podesti, who,

together with Francesco Hayez, is considered one of the

most important Italian painters of the first half of

the 19th cencury.
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In these pages, left, the great statue said to be of "Pempec Magne” at the firs floor of the manor: Above, the Theater of Diana,
with its invovative /1_1/{!/"7{4/1}: mecharisms, demonstrates the entive s;nm‘rum .7/"{4/;11:5 af water /éaluru distributed Ulrm!g/'luuf

the gardes. In the next pages, above the entrance of the manor with its fountains. Below, from left, a detail of Diana’s Theater;

the theater of Hercules with the Nemean lion; the majestic Stairway off/nf Dragons which connects the Large Theatre, calfed
the Theater of ‘the Four Seasons’, to the parterre. Thanks to the Fondazione Auguste Rancilio, that began the restoration

preject in 2010, Villa Arconati becomes again conmumity'’s heritage which deserves a visit
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Manenbkuil utanbsiHcKuit Bepcann

Bonbuioii dhpanitysckuil napk, HeoGbiuHbie (PPECKH, CKyJILITYPbI, (DOHTAHBI, CO3IAH-
HBIE HA OCHOBE ATIAHTHYECKOTO KOJIeKCa, IPERPAIIAIOT BIULTY APKOHATH B YHHKAIL-
HYIO U BEIMYECTBEHHYIO ycamb0y. OHa pacnonokeHa CoBceM PSIOM C TOPOAOM M OT-
KpbITa [1d nocelnetns frarofaps yeumuaM Poria ABrycto PaHumiIMo, HapaBieHHbIM
Ha PECTABPALMIO BUIITHI

nnna APKOHATH - OiMH M3 CaMBIX SPKHX NPHMCPOB ApPHCTOKPATHUECKHX BRI Ce-

BepHoro Munana, Gb1BLIast BUITA "yIOBOMBCTBUA' , CO3RAHHARA [I51 TOTO, YTOBHI MPH-
HuMaTk rocTeii. [ocTpoennas B XVII sexe no npoekTy camoro Brafeisua, aneanuo Ap-
KOHATH, BHITA CTANa HACTOSINEH COKPOBMILHULIEH M BOMJIOIICHHEM KYIbTYpPbl M HCKYC-
CTBa, MOTYYHB NPO3BUILE "MANEHLKOTO Hra/ibsiHcKoro Bepeans" Gnaromapsa ceoemy map-
KY, PACKMHYBIIEMYCS HA nnomany B 12 rekrapos.
T'ynsis no mapky, Bel yBUIATE MHOMKECTRO KJACCHUECKHMX CTATYM PEBHUX Iepoes 1 GOros,
CMOKeTe NPeICTABHTE MHOXKECTBO HCTOPHI, PACCKA3aHHEIX B ero 'Tearpax": naBuaLOHAX
Muaner 1 Tepkyaeca, rue CTOMT CKYILNTYPa CCMHAUATOTO BEKA, H30GPAKAIONIAN ClEHY
y6uermst Hemenckoro [1bBa, B HaBUILOHE AHIAPOMC/IbI THEM MPOXOIAIH TPeACTABICHAS
4KpOGATOB M UMPKOBBIX apPTUCTOR, @ BEYEPOM - CBeTCKME Berpeun. OCTUHOBHTCCH  IIPU-
CILYIIARTECH K MECHE BOJIbI U €€ IJIECKY B (DOHTAHAX, COIMAHILIX N0 PUCYHKAM ATUIaHTH-
4eCKOro Kojiekca Jleonapno fa BunuM, npuHaekaBIIero BIajebly BUIALL, KOTOPLIH
TIOflapuil ero BIOCICACTBHH AMOPO3HaHCcKoiT BHOIHOTeKE. B KOHUE MpOryikyu Bul nonaje-
T€ B OYApoOBaTelbHbLT (hPAHIY3CKUI Cafl, [Ije HCTIOMHIOT CBOM TaHel "rpabhi-Tariops”,
3NEeTaHTHLIE AePeBLs, pACIpOCTpaHeHHbIe B 3anaaHoil Espone.
YaneuennocTs [aneanuo ApKOHATH TAKXKe NPOSBISETCS U B MHTEPLEPE, HACTOILKO Gora-
TOM TIPOM3BEACHUSIMU MCKYCCTBA, 4T0 AHTOHMO KaHOBA nmpHesskan Cloaa Juig ero usyue-
Hus. Ha nepBom staxe waxopures Gonbigast craTys, ussecTas kak [neit Tomneit Benn-
Kuit, Kynuiensas [aneaiuo B PuMe, HMEHHO MOJI HEM, MO upepgaimio, 6Ll 3akonor IOnui
Llesape. Benmkonentas NCCTHULA BEOCT B OIMH W3 CAMBIX 3aBOPAXKUBAIONIMX 3aN0B BUJI-
mt, 3an Pasrona, rue 6parbs [annuapy, H3BECTHbIC NeKOpaTopsl (paboTaBiiMe 0 3TOro
8 [Ta Ckana) MCONME30BAIN CEPUIO HEOOBIMHBIX TPHEMOB, PACILIMPUB MPOCTPAHCTEO, OLIE-
JIOMUISTIOLIEE BCEX BXOJISIMX . 37[€Ch MHOTO IPYTHUX MHTEPECHbIX MecT: ZKEHCKOe KpBUIO,
TAHHCTBCHHBI AJIBKOB, CIIATEHI H GATHHENT 3471, B KOTOPOM CTEHB! YKPALIeHb! (hpeckamu,
TIO30/10TOM M 3cprasamu. HepasHo, 6raronaps pectaBpamu, myoamMke OTKPhUIOCEH eLe of-
HO COKPOBHMLLE! YeThIPEe MOHOXPOMHBIX (DPECKM B TPEX KOMHATAX, NTPHUIUCLIBAEMBIE KMCTH
®panuecko TMopectu B corpyguuvecTse ¢ Mpantdecko Afienom, OTHHM U3 BemMTaNNHX

UTAJLIHCKUX JKMBOIMCLEB NMepBOi nonosurs!l XIX Beka,
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